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Exh.  No. 


i 

IWr£RN.J'IUN..L  M1LIT.J?Y  TRIBONia.  PX)R  THE  F:Ji  j 

\  ! 

THE  UNITED  i/r«TE&  OF  .JJiRICy*,  ©t  ©1 

I 

jAJCI,  Scdao,  et  al  j 

Srrorn  Deposition 

Deponent  1  HIROSE,  Hisatada 

Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  end  In  ’! 

1 
■  1 

I 

aooordenco  r/lth  the  procedure  followed  In  niy  country  I  hereby  depose  j 

as  follows.  j 

I.  Hisatada,  malco  oath  and  say  as  follows? 

1.  I,  Hisatoda,  served  in  tho  Hon»  Wnlstry  the  longest  of  all 

the  government  offices  which  I  held.  In  January,  I938,  I  was  appoint 
ed  Vice-I.inister  of  Welfare  to  assist  ^brquia  lilDO,  ^^o  was  appointed  ^ 

the  first  ?!Lnistcr  of  Welfare.  In  January,  1939  when  the  KIR*J^U14:» 

* 

Cabinet  was  formed,  I  was  appointed  linister  of  Welfare,  from  which  •  j 

post  I  resigned  in  August,  tho  same  year  whon  the  HIR/diJiaiA  Cabinet  > 

resigned  en  bloc.  In  January,  1940i  I  aosumed  the  post  of  Chief  j 

of  tho  Legislation  Bureau  in  the  YOIiU  Cabinet,  from  which  I  re-  I 

•  k 

I 

signed  in  July,  the  same  year.  I  then  became  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Peers  and  in  July,  19/i4i  I  was  again  appointed  Minister  of  Welfare, 
this  time  under  tho  KOISO  cabinet.  In  February,  1945,  I  was  appointed 
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^tlniato^  of  State  and  oorcurrently  Chief  Secretary  to  the  aomo 
Ci'Mnct,  from  which  posts,  however,  I  resigned  the  same  month.  In 
August,  1945*  I  appointed  Mayor  of  Tokyo  Metropolis,  from  which 
post  I  resigned  in  January,  V)Ub»  I  am  not  connected  vTith  any 
Government  office  now. 

2.  I  hove  boon  on  very  Intimate  terms  with  Marquis  KIDO  since  1937  when 
he  was  Unistry  of  Wclfaro  and  I  assisted  his  as  Vice-fiinistor. 

In  addition  to  my  official  relations  with  the  Ifcrquis,  I  called  on 
him  at  his  home  on  countless  occesions. 

Slnco  1937  I  have  considered  myself  os  one  of  the  closest  to  f-farquls 
KIDO  of  all  Government  officials,  and  I  believe  the  converse  is  also 
true.  This  eccounts  for  the  fact  that  he  expressed  his  views  and 
comments  to  mo  quite  freely  on  political  questions  and  tyrannical 
ways  of  the  gumbatsu  or  irilitorlsts  on  occasions  too  many  to  be 
enumoroted. 

3*  I  loiow  from  Marquis  KIDO's  official  statements  while  we  were  both 
in  the  Cabinet  and  from  my  conversations  with  him  on  other 

•  occesions  thet  he  consistently  acted  as  an  unswerving  devotee  of 

peace  during  his  tenure  of  office  as  o  Minister  of  State  and  as  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal. 

4.  At  the  time  Mprquis  KIDO  was  Mlnlator  of  Woifere  and  I  was  Vice- 

Wnlster,  the  ierny  was  planning  to  oi)orote  the  newly-created  Ministry 
of  Welfare  according  to  i^-s  own  ideas,  but  Marquis  KIDO  rejected  the 
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interference  and  ran  the  Ministry  with  public  welfare  os  its  seal. 

The  result  was  thet  a  section  of  the  Army  attacked  the  Welfare 

« 

Ministry.  For  instance,  I  recall  that  Surgeon  Lieutenant-General 
KDIZOI/II,  then  Chief  of  the  Ifedical  Service  Bureau  in  the  War  Ministry, 
wrote  an  article  wJiich  was  published  in  the  GHUG.il.&HiXiyO.HiIi.i-O,  27 
September  I938  scathingly  denouncing  the  Welfare  hS.nistry  under  the 
caption:  •’.Thsther  goes  the  KOSLI  M.JF1U  (Welfare  Ministry)?  The 

soulless  . «  (The  Welfare  Mnistry  was  compared 

by  the  writer  to  a  steamer  without  a  rudder).  As  Vice-I^lnistor  of 
Welfare,  then,  I  knew  fully  that  Kfarquis  KIDO  paid  no  attention  to 
such  attacks  on  the  V.'clfare  Ministry. 

5.  When  *fcrquis  ’riDO  asrumod  the  portfolio  of  Homo  Affairs  under  the 
Cabinet,  he  told  mo  ho  was  very  mveh  worried  about  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  draft  bill  pertaining  to  the  municipal 
corporction  system  which  his  predecessor  Admiral  oUySTSlXiU  decided 
and  '..’hich  he  took  over  from  the  Admiral  should  bo  introduced  in  the 
ordinary  session  of  the  Diet  of  1939*  Welfare  Minister  of  the  seme 
Cabinet  ts  I  was,  I  was  frequently  consulted  by  the  Marquis  about 
the  question.  At  length  the  Marquis  decided  not  to  introduce  the 
bill  in  question  to  the  Diet.  Cne  of  the  major  reasons  for  Marquis 
KIDO '3  decision  not  to  introduce  the  said  bill  in  the  Diof  was  that 
the  bill  was  intended  to  reduce  and  rcstict  the  pov/ers  of  the 
municipal  assemblies  and  increase  the  power  of  mayors  and  others, 
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thereby  running  counter  to  the  guiding  principle  of  provincial 
cutonomy.  and  molding  the  municipalities  along  l^asist  linos.  This 
demonstrates  Ikirquis  KIDO's  opposition  not  only  to  a  militaristic 
roform  of  tho  provincial  system,  for  which  thoro  was  a  loud  clamor 
Gt  that  time,  but  further  to  militarism,  itself.  While  ho  was  Homo 
^tlni3tor  Ibrquis  KIDO  never  advocates  an  alliance  vrtch  Germany  and 
Italy  either  in  Cabinet  tfootings  out  of  them.  I  heard  him  say  he 
•,70s  worried  about  the  effect  of  the  divorgenoo  of  oppinion  bet\7een 
tho  iirmy  or  Navy  on  the  Japenese  people  and  on  tho  settlement  of 
the  China  xiffair. 

6.  Towards  tho  end  of  the  third  KO^tOYE  Cobinot.  I  called  on  LbrqUis 
nOO  at  his  homo  in  October.  1941.  I  vividly  remember  that  on 
that  ocecsion  he  told  me  in  his  reception  room  to  the  following 
effect,  when  the  conversation  drifted  on  to  a  war  with  America  end 

Britain: 

•Japan  has  tried  to  defeat  Chiang  Kai-Shek  for  the  past  four  years, 
but  in  vain.  This  is  because  Japan  is  limited  in  her  resources, 
while  China  is  a  big  country  with  a  largo  population  and  ample 
resources.  Now,  what  would  hoppon,  should  she  go  to  war  with 
.'jnorica  and  Britain?  The  oporctioncl  erea  would  be  further  ex¬ 
tended;  while  the  enemy  would  have  for  bigger  manpower  and  richer 
roaourcos.  Such  n  war  would  bo  out  of  question  for  Japan,  who  has 
feilod  to  defeat  (Jhieng  ’^ai-Shek  with  all  her  efforts  in  tho  past 

four  years.*  -  4  - 
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7. 


It  U  atm  froat  in  W  mamory  that  ho  oppoaod  the  Jlngolatlo  vlon 
or  odvocacy  of  VTar  with  -Wico  and  Kritein. 

in  (tovoBhor.  1941.1  aallod  on  Ikrqula  KJDO  again  at  hla  he®  and  in 
the  aar»  rocaption  room  and  had  a  talk  nlth  him  about  hla  formation 
of  tho  TOIC  Oabinot.  1  aakod  him  if  thoro  -.Taa  danger  of  oar  breaking 
out  between  Japan  and  fuaerlc.  beeauao  of  Oonoral  TOIO  forming  tho 
nen  Oabinot.  pointing  out  that  tho  Oonoral  oea  tho  roproaentetioe 
of  tho  tough  olomenta  in  tho  toy.  llhoreupon.  I  remember  clearly 
that  the  ibrqula  atated  to  tho  following  effect. 

•I  reconrended  Oonoral  TOJO  to  tho  Throne  ae  new  Prime  Unlster, 


prompted  by  the  desiro  to  load  tho  present  difficult  situation  to 
pence .  YOU  only  knon  General  TOJO  during  his  tenure  of  office  as 
Vice-lUnistcr  of  'ffor;  but  tho  TOJO  of  today  has  grovm  much  bigger, 
ns  compered  with  his  Vico-lflLniator  days.  He  la  not  the  man  to 
think  of  war  only,  but  on  the  contrary  he  is  fitted  for  both  peace 
and  war.  If  our  peace  efforts  are  successful  as  wo  hope,  the  J.'.rt 
;jW'a  reaction,  or  revolutionary  outbreak  will  be  the  greatest 
cause  for  anxiety.  :.nd  it  is  only  General  TOJO  in  military  circles 
that  is  qualified  to  control  the  ao  cs  to  prevent  it  from 

taking  such  a  rash  action.  I  hove  recommended  General  TOJO  for 
the  sake  of  peace,  /md  that  General  TOJO  has  concurrently  asaun^d 
the  portfolio  of  Homo  Affairs  is  intended  for  restraining  the 
rir.htiat  croups  and  preventing  them  from  disturbing  peace  and 
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order  In  conjunction  vrlth  the  Army.  This  might  very  \to11  happen 
if  our  negotiations  with  .'jrerica  ai’e  successful.  General  TOJO's 
concurrent  aasurtption  of  the  portfolio  of  Eoma  affairs  has  such 
leaning.  I  am  sure  General  TOJO  is  not  the  man  to  think  of  only 

t7or . 

8.  >r.rquis  KIDO  directly  told  me  often  that  ho  constantly  cudgelled  his 

brains  to  prevent  the  firmy  from  advancing  in  the  political  field, 
while  avoiding  a  head-on  olcsh  with  on  which  was  feared  would 

stir  up  a  revolutionary  disturbance.  It  has  been  ny  experience  in 
may  association  ’.vith  him  that  Ibrquio  KIDO  was  opposed  to  the 
bellicosity  of  the  piT.bntsu  or  militarists.  On  my  port,  I  fully 
discornod  his  antipathy  to  the  /rmy's  attitude  after  the  Jtenchurian 
incident  through  my  convorootions  with  him.  ^fcrquis  KHX)  v.'as  not 
on  specially  friendly  terms  with  any  of  the  gumbatsu  or  militarists. 

Load  Koeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  naturally  it  was  part  of  his  duties 
to  confer  T;ith  all  officials  in  high  pieces,  but  I  know  he  never 
transferred  his  allegiance  from  KOKOV'S  to  TOJO .  He  was  a  friend  to 
KONOY3.  but  his  esnociotion  with  TOJO  purely  formalistic. 
Furthermore  tlio  fact  is  that  he  wos  conscientious  in  his  work  in  the 

various  governmental' pouitions  hold  by  him.  This  must  not  be  mis¬ 
taken  to  moon  that  he  mode  his  office  more  important  that  it  should 

have  been. 

9.  I  am  fidly  acquainted  that  Itorquis  KIDO  put  forth  extraordinary 
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efforts  to  bring  the  Pacific  var  to  a  cloao  na  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Privy  Seal.  For  instance,  ho  rlsyod  a  .beading  role  in  the  formation 
of  a  Cabinot,  hesdei  by  Almiral  SUZUKI.  Kantai-o,  and  advocate  of  peace 
/.gain,  I,  nr/eelf,  acted  a.'^  liaison  roan  bet-rroon  /.'Iriial  Navy 

^t'.ni.cte^  and  loading  poa’o  advocate  in  tea  S.-.u.iC.  vabinet,  end  Merquis 
KTi-O,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  ?r.ii/y  Seal.  I  heard  **diJ.ral  YOll/J  soy  thot 
Itiiqula  IdDO  VKis  chiefly  rosrcnsibjo  for  the  tonnination  of  hostilities 
snd  restoration  of  pia  e  *'.r.d  also  hoard  from  various  sources  that 
Px'incc  also  mode  sirailnr  etatoroont. 

On  this  6  day  of  Fob. , 

;.t  I.r.T.F.5. 

Duponontj  Hisatada  (seal) 

chjy:etfai:a  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  was 

sworn  by  tho  Doyons\;x.  who  affixed  hia  signaturo  and  seal  thereto  in  the 

presence  of  this  witness. 

■  On  tho  scjco  date 
At  same  ploco 

Witness:  /S/  HO'ZU’ff,  >Thi.T:etoka  (seal) 

a\TH 

In  accordance  with  ray  conscience  I  swear  to  toll  the  whole  truth 
withhold! )ig  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

/S/  lilBQSE,  Hisatadc  (sool) 

“  7  “  »' 
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